
Welcome to Reception at AFET

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Meet the Reception team

Chloe

Class teacher 
(maternity leave)

Charlotte

Class teacher

Emma

Head of school

Lorna

Class teacher

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Sally 
Administrator

Natalie
Rec - LSA

Tracey
SENDco

Eleanor
Rec - HLTA

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Our values

Aspirational Equity-based

Child centered Collaborative
At Abbey Farm, our children are at the heart of 

everything we do and every decision we make. In 
EYFS, the children lead their own learning. 

The teaching staff follow the children’s interests to 
make learning more engaging, which leads to higher 

levels of engagement and motivation.  Underlying 
this is allowing the children to make progress 

through their Early Learning Goals.

We are part of the Educate Together Academy Trust 
and have strong links with the other schools, as well 

as the schools within Swindon. 

Our school community is rapidly growing, and we 
work with our families to ensure that each child’s 
learning journey is the one that is best for them. 
AFET works alongside Swindon Borough Council 

Early Years hub and has already been in contact with 
each feeder nursery to allow a smooth transition to 

be put in place.

There are no ceilings on learning for the children at AFET. 
Through their play, children are encouraged to challenge 

themselves and adults are on hand to support and extend 
their learning.

Our children are learning to be independent and give 
everything a go. They take risks in their learning, try new 

things and feel empowered to achieve their own goals 
(not just the ones we have planned for them to achieve).

All children have the right to the same 
opportunities, however the steps or support that is 

needed to get there may look a little different for each 
child.

At Abbey Farm, we understand that every child is unique 
and will have their own strengths and challenges. We 

endeavor to work with our children, families and a variety 
of external agencies to ensure that all children can not 

just access their learning but thrive within it.

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Our environment 

Room 1

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Our environment 

Room 2

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Our environment 

Outside

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Our environment 

Toilets are within the classroom:

• As a government-built building this was decided 
by the DfE

• Flexibility and independence to go throughout 
the day

• Teachers on hand if needed
• Some children don’t like to ask – this removes this 

barrier
• Legally allowed until 8yrs

• Taught through Learn Together curriculum about 
privacy 

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


A typical week in Reception

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


How the timetable progresses

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Learn Together curriculum

Moral and Spiritual Development Equality and Justice

Ethics and the Environment Belief systems



Phonics

More info about phonics and reading, Wednesday 1st November 2023. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ZtjFIvA_fs&t=3s
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Reading
Reading for 

pleasure
Phonics 
books

Books changed every Monday … phonics reading books 
to be in school every day.

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Child led learning

Our classroom environment is designed for your children 
to be able to access the resources they need to lead their 

own learning. 

They decide what and how they want to learn during 
‘discovery time’ and the adults join the children in their 
play to further their learning and work on specific next 

steps. 

The child also have an input on the whole class topics. 
They suggest the topics and then ask questions that they 
would like to find the answers to. The staff then look at 

these questions and the Early Learning Goals to plan 
appropriate teaching and learning experiences that will 

engage and motivate the children whilst developing their 
knowledge and skills.

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
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Clothing
At AFET we learn in lots of different 

ways and are outside in all weathers…

This means our clothes may get:

• Wet

• Muddy

• Splashed with paint 

• Smudges of chalk

We encourage children to be 
independent in getting changed, 

putting on waterproofs and changing 
footwear (no laces are preferable).

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Tapestry -

Dear parents / carers,

Every child is unique in Flamingo class and we love to celebrate 

everyone’s differences! We like to find out about every child’s 

interests and the things they like, in order to help each child learn in a 

way that suits them best.

We will be observing X while they play and will take opportunities to 

introduce them to new skills and areas of learning.

We would really like to hear about their home life to help us get to 

know them better and plan activities that they will enjoy.

• Is there anything significant happening in your child’s life at the 

moment e.g. visits, holidays, new pets, family celebrations?

• Is there anything new you would like to tell us about your child?

• Any areas of strength that you have recognised?

• Any areas that you would like us to work on with your child?

Please respond to this message by commenting in the comment box 

below ASAP so that we can use your thoughts to inform our planning.

If you have any questions about your child’s progress in Reception or 

any other questions for Chloe then please do not hesitate to ask!

Many thanks,

EYFS Team 

Consent forms will be sent on Arbor. Once completed you will be 
sent an email to activate your parent account.

We have an open-door policy and encourage 
parents / carers to come and chat with us and keep 

in regular contact. 

The main way that we share your child’s learning 
will be through Tapestry. We will send WOW 

moments of new learning, weekly overviews of 
what the class has been learning and focused 

observations. 

We will send out messages like the one in the 
picture to get your input on your child’s 

development and as an opportunity to ask any 
questions etc. 

We will also have 2 meetings with parents / carers 
(October and February) and end of year reports in 

July.

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Assessment 

• 7 areas of learning that are 
regularly assessed through 
provision 

• Baseline (RBA and teaching 
staff)

• Early Learning Goals

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/




Wrap around care
This can be booked through Arbor once 

your account is set up

BigA can be set up directly with them.  Please see their 
website for further information.

www.thebigaclub.co.uk

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Snack and lunches
• The children are provided with fresh 

fruit / vegetables each day for their 
snack. 

• Children under 5 receive free milk at 
school – please sign up to Cool Milk. 
Over 5’s need to pay via Cool Milk.

• Hot dinners are provided by St Francis’ 
school kitchen. Place orders on Arbor. 

(These are free for Reception aged 
children)

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Packed lunches from home

As a Trust we actively promote the importance of a healthy, 
balanced diet. 

Article 24: Every child has the right to the best possible 
health. Governments must work to provide good quality 

health care, clean water, nutritious food and a clean 
environment so that children can stay healthy.

Please remember that, due to allergies, no nuts or products 
containing nuts are allowed to be brought into school such as 

peanut butter, chocolate spreads etc .

•Uneaten food will be sent home 

•Packed lunches in reusable plastic containers – no glass 

•Consider using reusable containers or packaging where 
possible – environmentally friendly.

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/


Welcome packs

Please return decorated Flamingos at 
stay and play sessions ☺

• All about me forms

• Wrap around care

• School information including uniform and dinners

• Your child’s settling in sessions: 

Tuesday 27th June - AM / PM

Wednesday 5th July - AM / PM

• Flamingo to decorate for display

If unable to attend meeting, please collect pack from 
school office ASAP.

 



Key dates / reminders
Stay and play sessions 

(children only)

• Tuesday 27th June
• Wednesday 5th July 

AM or PM slot in your pack.

To stay in school:

• A bag of spare clothes 
(inc. socks and 

underwear)

• Pair of welly boots

Both clearly labelled with 
your child’s name.

Ensure you have activated 
your Arbor account. See 

Sally or drop us an email if 
there is any trouble.

Once you have confirmed 
your consents on Arbor, you 
will receive an email to login 

to Tapestry. 

We can’t wait to share our 
learning with you ☺

Remember to sign your 
child up for milk.

Family Picnic

All are invited to our family 
picnic evening on Friday 
21st July from 5:30pm – 
further info willl follow

PE on Thursdays

Children come to school in 
their PE kits ready for 
physical Thursdays ☺

Trainers without laces 
where possible.

To bring to school every 
day:

• Water bottle 
• Book bag
• Waterproof coat

All labelled with your 
child’s name.

• Reading books
     (changed every Monday)

Please return your child’s All 
about me form by Friday 

30th June.

Any questions? Please do 
catch us for a chat ☺

https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
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