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Our school values Child-centered

ì*qrzh-centered, in that we put the 
children at the heart of every decision 
]|h ]f®r´r®·Ï 6o r® r« |~® o~ª fqrzhªj|ï« 
learning or welfare  ®qj| µq· h~ r®Öí æ 

Educate Together

hǳǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
achievements and highlight their progress 

and development. They take so much 
pride over their work displayed in their 

ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎƭŜǎΩΦ
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Our school valuesAspirational

ìX~¯ q]´j eª]r|« r| ·~¯ª qj]hÐ ]|h ojj® ~| ·~¯ª «q~j«Ï X~¯ f]| «®jjª ·~¯ª«jzo r| 
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{~¯|®]r| r« µ]r®r|pÐ «~ pj® ~| ·~¯ª µ]·Ôí æ Dr Seuss

At Abbey Farm we aspire for the children to be the best that they can be. There is no ceiling on what the children can 
achieve. We share this idea with the children by encouraging them in our interactions and instilling a growth mindset (the 

belief that your brain can grow and learn new things if you work hard and try your best). If a child says ΨL ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΩ ǿŜ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ȅŜǘΩΦ

A child decided she wanted to make a house for her 
toy koala. We encouraged her to think of ways to do 
it and off she went, spending most of her afternoon 
carefully constructing her house. This led to great 
learning opportunities in line with her next steps. 

Children can achieve anything if they are believed in 
and have access to an environment that can help 

them to achieve their ideas.

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ пΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
teacher observed as he tested out different ways to 

achieve the goal he had set. The building he had made 
was protected all day so that he could keep his work 
safe ς he felt so much pride over his achievement.
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Our school valuesEquity-based

We aim to provide every child with what they need so 
they experience the same opportunities as their peers. 
We work collaboratively with yourselves as parents to 

achieve this.
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Our school valuesCollaborative

We collaborate with external agencies, such as SBC, and also 
work closely with other members of the Trust to share ideas and 
improve our practice. As a staff team we attend lots of training 
throughout the year, such as Representation Matters with Aisha 

Thomas, as well as lots of wider reading to develop our 
understanding. We are dedicated to constantly improving our 

knowledge of Early Years. 
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Our learning environment 

In our learning environment (both indoors and outdoors) it is important that 
everything has a home. All of our baskets and boxes are labelled so that the 

children can act with independence when tidying up/playing. We encourage the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ǘƛŘȅ ǳǇ ǊǳƭŜ ΨŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƛǘΣ ǳǎŜ 

ƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅΩΦ

Although areas are set up e.g. a maths area and a construction area, the 
resources are not restricted to these areas and the children often use them very 

imaginatively in other areas of the environment.

As the children settle they become extremely confident to access the 
environment and take charge of their play, which in turn leads to engaged and 

focused learners. 
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Our learning environment 

Our reading 
and storytelling area

The children vote for a story each day ς this is an 
introduction to fairness and democracy. It is also a 

great way to practise counting skills!

Music
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Our learning environment 

Maths The Message Centre

Small world Construction

Our home corner
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Our learning environment 

The power of the Message Centre

The Message Centre is thought up by Greg Bottrill and 
ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ ƘƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ΨƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ 
ƳŀǊƪǎΩ όǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎΣ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ 
before writing letters). This evolves over time to creating 
buttons ς I have been covered in post it notes many times 

and become a robot that can do lots of silly things (all 
thought up by children and their wonderful imaginations).

The children pictured began hiding mystery marks around 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΣ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴǘǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƛǊǎΧ

This then led to choosing to cover the door in mystery 
marks. As you can see, there were lots created at the end. 

Each post it note contains a careful drawing, inspiring a 
love for mark making and the development of fine motor 

and early literacy skills.
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How you can bring 
the Message 
Centre home
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Our learning environment 

Creative area

Snack table

The children enjoy making their 
own play dough. This involves 

listening to and following 
instructions, exploring textures, 

turn taking, learning about 
capacity, playing imaginatively, 
new language, developing fine 
and gross motor skills, number 
recognition and counting and 

ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΧ
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Our learning environment 

Our quiet and calm space
This room is freely accessible to the children throughout the 
day. Lots of children use it as a place to relax and have some 

quiet time. We model to the children ways to calm down, such 
as deep breaths, yoga and playing with fidget toys. The children 

are learning about their emotions at this stage so this area 
focuses on this, with resources accessible for the children to 

explore emotions in their play.
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Our learning environment 
Outdoors
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A sneak peek into our child-led learning

Drawing around our bodies to compare 
heights and features after a child said, 

άLΩƳ ǘŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳΦέ

Exploring the different parts of a flower 
and working on our scissor skills.

Mixing different textures together to 
explore the changes that happen (flour, 

water, mud, sand etc).

Exploring a very windy day with streamers 
ς learning about their natural world.

After showing an interest in picnics, the 
children matched the amount of food to 
the number before feeding the teddies.

Experimenting and problem solving with 
channeling water. Great team work and 

communication!

Working together to make pancakes. 
Learning about how people celebrate 

Shrove Tuesday.
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A sneak peek into our child-led learning

Fantastic communication and 
construction, working together to build a 
large ramp for cars. Problem solving when 
things did not work.

Making wanted posters after a monster 
crash landed in our classroom and made a 
huge mess! Lots of great language and 
imaginations at play.

Colour mixing in the rain with blue and 
red powder paint. The brooms are a great 
way to work their gross motor muscles in 
preparation for writing.

Ordering the numicon from the smallest 
amount to the largest amount. Lots of 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ ŜΦƎΦ  ΨIƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƴŜȄǘΚΩ

Communicating with each other to 
construct the tallest tower. This involved 
counting each brick to compare which 
tower was the largest.

After having caterpillars visit us, we made 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
±ŜǊȅ IǳƴƎǊȅ /ŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
chance to practise our cutting skills and 
try new foods, learning new language 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎΩΣ ΨƧǳƛŎȅΩΣ ΨǎǿŜŜǘΩ ŀƴŘ 
ΨǎƻǳǊΩΦ

Two children were found reading to each 
other in the home corner, practicing early 
reading such as holding the book the right 
way up, looking at the illustrations and 
turning the pages one by one.
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