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and development. They take so much 7
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Our school valuesAspitational
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At Abbey Farm we aspire for the children to be the best that they can be. There is no ceiling on what the children ¢
achieve. We share this idea with the children by encouraging them in our interactions and instilling a growth mindset

belief that your brain can grow and learn new things if you work hard and try your best). If aaysid L
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A child decided she wanted to make a house for her

toy koala. We encouraged her to think of ways to do

it and off she went, spending most of her afternogn
carefully constructing her house. This led to grea

: learning opportunities in line with her next steps.

f_}_y, Children can achieve anything if they are believed
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“Failure is an
opportunity to grow”

GROWTH
MINDSET

“| can learn to do anything | want*

“Challenges help me to grow”

“My effort and attitude
determine my abilities”

“Feedback is constructive”
“1 am Inspired by the success of others”™

“| like to try
new things”

“Failure is the
limit of my abilities”

FIXED
MINDSET

“I'm either good at it or I'm not”
"My abilities are unchanging"

“| don't like \ "‘
to be challenged”

“My potential is predetermined”

"When I'm frustrated,
| give up”

are personal

“| stick to what | know”

© Big Change
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teacher observed as he tested out different ways ta
achieve the goal he had set. The building he had mg
was protected all day so that he could keep his wor
safe¢ he felt so much pride over his achievement.
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Our school values€=quity-based
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We aim to provideevery child with what they need so

they experience the same opportunities as their peers.

We work collaboratively with yourselves as parents to
achieve this.
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Our school valuesSallahorative (@ Aoy Farm
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We collaborate with external agencies, such as 88€Calso )
work closely with other members of the Trust to share ideas
Improve our practice. As a staff team we attend lots of traini “ |3 " TU #REPRE: EN TIIT

throughout the year, such as Representation Matters with Ai :':'"-“" R@
on

question will always be, belong?

Thomas, as well as lots of wider reading to develop our
understanding. We are dedicated to constantly improving o BEPHESE“TAT
knowledge of Early Years. #hepresentationMatters
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Our learning environment ‘%"
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In our learning environment (both indoors and outdoors) it is important that
everything has a hom@ll of our baskets and boxes are labelled so that the
children can act with independence when tidying up/playing We encourage tl
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Although areas are set ugg.a mathsarea and a construction area, the
resources are not restricted to these areas and the children often use them ve
Imaginatively in other areas of the environment.

As the childrersettlethey become extremely confident to access the
environment and take charge of their play, which in turn leads to engaged an
focused learners.
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Our learning environment

THEATRE N g

Our reading
and storytelling area

The children vote for a story each daghis is an
introduction to fairness and democracy. It is also §
great way to practise counting skills!
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Small world Construction
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Our learning environment

The power of the Message Centre

The Message Centre is thought up by Getjrill and
0SIAYya AYy (GKS SINIe adoal3asa | a
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before writing letters). This evolves over time to creating
buttons¢ | have been covered in post it notes many times
and become a robot that can do lots of silly things (all
thought up by children and their wonderful imaginations).

The children pictured began hiding mystery marks around
GKS NR2Y>X AY&aARS 062214 I yR
This then led to choosing to cover the door in mystery
marks. As you can see, there were lots created at the end.
Each post it note contains a careful drawing, inspiring a
love for mark making and the development of fine motor

and early literacy skills.
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Dear Parent/ Carer,

You may have heard your child talking about the Message Centre and messaging when they
come home from their school or setting, and you may even have found some messages in your
childs shoe by now!

This is because they are exploring the joy of messaging, an approach to sprinkling extra joy
C aver the top of their day, by showing them how reading, writing and mathematics can be hidden
H OW O u Can b rI n im and around their room and outdoors too. Children love hiding and finding - think pass the
parcel, birthday presents, egg hunts and hide and seek. There is a buzz to be had and it is this

buzz that the Message Centre approach has at its heart.

tI l e M e SS a e So how can you join in? It doesn't take too much effort you'll be glad to hear!
You can take part in several ways:

« Chat to your child about messages that they may have found and hidden in their day, and

I l l I l what they may have said. | call this Happuy Talk, the chit-chat about the little things, sharing
e re O e the joy of being together.

+ You can add to the Happy Talk by hiding messages for your child ta find at home within the
rhythm of the day - it can be as simple as a piece of paper that is placed inside the bedtime
book, placed under their breakfast bowl, popped in their shoes to find, or even in their
lunchbox. Maybe they could hide messages for you to find too!

= As you walk in the street, play in the park, or visit the countryside why not look out for great
message hiding places together - it's amazing how they will pop out to you when you begin
to look!

= And finally, if you have access to the internet, you may like to share five minutes’ time
together watching Adventure Island TV on the Greg Bottrill YouTube channel - you can
discover the joy of messaging there too and it's where the magic of the Message Centre
truly lives.

Happy messaging!

Greg
Author and creator of The Message Centre

whinnwcanigoand playnow.com .
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Our learning environment

The children enjoy making the
own play dough. This involves
listening to and following
instructions, exploring textures
turn taking Iearning about

new language, developing fing
and gross motor skills, numbe
recognition and countlng and

12 YdzOK Y2 NBX SnaCk table
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Our learning environment 1 Jary S

: This room is freely accessible to the children throughout the
Our quiet and calm Space day. Lots of children use it as a place to relax and have some
quiet time. We model to thehildrenways to calm down, such
as deep breaths, yoga and playing with fidget toys. The children
are learning about their emotions at thetageso this area
focuses on this, with resources accessible for the children to
explore emaotions in their play.

wher liltle peeple
one evewhelwed by
big emeliovs, il's oun job
to shone eun colm,

©hannahdeve
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Our learning environment
Outdoors



https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/
https://abbeyfarmet.org.uk/

M

M

. N
cate Tosether Primary
aLc UL LhiIc Ila )

(@) /

» lmpor"ran’rly

In play children
learn how ’ro

' [ | Working together to make pancakes. Exploring the different parts of a flower
heights and features after a child said, Learning about how people celebrate and working on our scissor skills. =
aLQY OFftfSNJUG _ Shrove Tuesday.
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After showing an interest in picnics, the
children matched the amount of food to
the number before feeding the teddies.

Experimenting and problem solving with Mixing different textures together to , Exploring a very windy day W|th streamel

L

channeling water. Greageam workand explore the changes that happen (flour, ¢ learning about their natural world.
communication! water, mud, sancktc). 3
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A sneak peek into our chiled learning

| ’“For a chll itis

Communicating with each other to
construct the tallest tower. This involved
counting each brick to compare which
tower was the largest.

" Fantastic communication and =
J{; . construction, working together to build a™

x

large ramp for cars. Problem solving when
things did not work.

After having caterpillars visit us, we made
a2YS ayvyz2230KASa
+SNE | dzy INE
chance to practise our cutting skills and
try new foods, learning new language
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Colour mixing in the rain with blue and
red powder paint. The brooms are a great
way to work their gross motor muscles in
preparation for writing.

Making wanted posters after a monster
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imaginations at play.
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Ordering the numicon from the smallest
amount to the largest amount. Lots of
NEIFraz2yAy3a KSNBE So3o
GKA& ydzYoSNJI 02YSa yS

Two children were found reading to each
other in the home corner, practicing early
reading such as holding the book the right
way up, looking at the illustrations and

turning the pages one by one. i
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